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Many thanks to all those members who responded to last yearÕs enquiry 
regarding whether  or not you wish to receive the Newsletter  by post or by e-mail. 
Please note that we endeavour to post items on the NRS website when they are 
received, as well as incorporating them into the hard-copy Newsletter .  Copies of 
this and of Newsletters from recent past years can be found on the website.  In 
many cases on-line Newsletters will be fuller  than the postal version, which is 
limited to four  pages. 
 
 
 
Books by Members 
We are delighted to note the following.  Please don’t forget to tell us of others as and 
when they are published. Please include pagination details. 
 
Howard J. Fuller, Clad in Iron: The American Civil War and the Challenge of 
British Naval Power,  Praeger, Inc. (2007), 448 pages.  ISBN-10: 031 3345902. 
During the American Civil War, the Union government greatly feared that Britain 
would support the Confederacy. This book examines the American effort to avoid a 
naval war with this country. Dr Fuller, of the University of Wolverhampton, 
chronicles the growth and development of the Union ‘Ironclads’ during the Civil War 
beginning with USS Monitor. Unlike other similar histories his book does not simply 
recount the battle actions of these mighty ships. In a swiftly moving narrative he  
focuses on the military men and government officials who drove the decision-making 
processes, and outlines the international ramifications of the revolution in naval 
affairs that occurred at the time. He demonstrates that the Union’s ironclads were not 
constructed solely in response to their Confederate counterparts, but, even more 
importantly, to counter the Royal Navy’s  ocean-going iron ships. Dr Fuller places the 
naval developments of the Civil War within the broader context of Anglo-American 
relations and the rapidly developing international rivalry between the United States 
and Britain. The wide reaching implications of the technological advances, and the 
unprecedented expansion of the US Navy are usually depicted as a sidebar to the main 



events of the Civil War. This work, however, brings a new perspective to this 
important yet overlooked aspect of diplomacy during this time.  
. 

 

Peter  Ashley, The Indomitable Captain Matthew Flinders,Royal Navy (2006).  
Paperback, 102 pages, 26 figs. (16 colour). ISBN 0-9550817-0-X  £12.50 

Driven, ambitious, sometimes arrogant and occasionally reckless, few navigators 
had a greater share of misfortune than Matthew Flinders, yet achieved so much. 
This book, by a former weapons systems engineer in the Royal Navy, is an 
examination of three periods in Flinders’ short life which serve to demonstrate his 
courtship with failure and his indomitable spirit in dealing with it.  First, his time in 
the Providence under William Bligh, in which he learnt the required skills of a 
navigator and astronomer, and at the same time contracted the venereal disease 
which would later precipitate his early and painful death due to kidney disease. 
Secondly, as commander of the sloop Investigator in which he circumnavigated 
Australia, but failed to complete the hydrographic mission ordered by the 
Admiralty owing to the un-seaworthiness of the ship.  Finally, his confrontation 
with his nemesis, General Decaen, on the Ile de France, brought about as much by 
his own arrogance and pride as by the hostile intransigence of the anglophobic 
French governor who caused him to be detained on the island for six and a half 
years. The book is a brief examination of a complex individual who contrived to 
carve out his own unhappy destiny, and eventual premature demise, before 
achieving the recognition he undoubtedly deserved from the maritime scientific 
community.  

To order Peter Ashley’s book please contact Pierhead Press, Bardsea, Clanfield, 
Hants. PO8 0LT. Tel: 02392 571346 E-mail: peter.ashley4@btinternet.com) 

 

       Susan  Rose, The  Medieval Sea, Hambledon (2007). ISBN-10: 1852855630        

 Some of the most dramatic and stirring writing of the early medieval period is full of 
images of the sea. It is at once terrifying and exciting, the realm of darkness and the 
path to new worlds. This book shows how the peoples of north-west Europe and the 
Mediterranean learnt to come to terms with this environment, devising better means 
of navigation and designing more seaworthy vessels so that the sea became a major 
highway of commerce and at times also a battlefield. It also looks at the special 
societies that grew up in both small fishing villages and great maritime cities like 
Venice and Genoa. Covering the period from about 1000 AD to 1500 AD it shows 
how European maritime adventurers and merchants eventually acquired the tools and 
the confidence to extend their influence to the oceans of the world. This was one of 
the most important developments in the creation of the modern world and this is the 
first work which treats the subject in an inclusive and accessible fashion. Dr Rose is 
Senior Research Fellow at Roehampton University and author also of  Medieval 
Naval Warfare, 1000-1500.   

 



Also Published: 

Steve Bush, British Warships and Auxiliaries 2008/9 (Maritime Books, 2008).  
Maritime Books have been publishing such volumes annually since 1979.  Steve 
Bush, editor of Warship World magazine, served in the Royal Navy for 22 years.  For 
further details about this volume see www.navybooks.com. To order phone pat on 
01579 343663 or contact Maritime Books, Lodge Hill, Liskeard, PL14 4EL). 

Gordon C. Cook, Disease in the Merchant Navy: a History of the Seamen's Hospital 
Society (2007). 640 pages. Hardback. ISBN-10 1 84619 236 6 ISBN-13 
9781846192364 Although not concerned with the Senior Service this book, by a 
Visiting Professor, University College, London, will no soubt be of interest to many 
readers.   It is a unique, highly detailed examination of  disease in the merchant navy 
through the history of the Seamen’s Hospital Society, which since its foundation in 
1821 has been responsible for the physical welfare of merchant seamen and 
spearheaded many remarkable advances in medical science.  The author notes in the 
preface that the Society’s history ‘closely reflects the condition of merchant seamen 
and their medical/social problems in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Much of 
its work was originally directed at venereal disease and tuberculosis, but arguably its 
greatest achievement was elimination of scurvy from the merchant navy, in the latter 
years of the nineteenth century.’  (See http://www.radcliffe-
oxford.com/books/bookdetail.aspx?ISBN=1846192366) 

 

Two Histor ical Naval Resources Online: 

 Ancestry.com, an invaluable, pay-to-use website much loved by family historians, 
has among its searchable records the following works of interest to people whose 
research touves on  the Royal Navy: 
British Naval Biographical Dictionary, 1849 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
The Generations Network, Inc., 2004. Original data: O'Byrne, William R.. A Naval 
Biographical Dictionary: Comprising the Life and Services of Every Living Officer in 
Her Majesty's Navy, from the Rank of Admiral of the Fleet to that of Lieutenant, 
Inclusive. London, England: John Murray, 1849. 
This database contains a biographical dictionary of every living officer (as of 1849, 
the date of publishing) in the British Navy. The biographical sketches here presented 
were compiled from authentic and family documents. The type and amount of 
information provided about each individual can vary, but generally the individual's 
rank and other information about the individual's naval career is listed. Of course this 
work will be of most value to researchers whose ancestors served in the Royal Navy 
in 1849. However, even if your ancestor is not found in this biographical record, 
much can be learned by reading about the lives of others who lived during the time of 
your ancestors, especially those who were employed in the same or similar 
occupations. 
Commissioned Sea Officers of the Royal Navy, 1660-1815 [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2003. Original data: The Commissioned 
Sea Officers of the Royal Navy, 1660-1815. Vol. I-II., 1954. 
This database is a listing of the officers who served in the Royal Navy between 1660 
and 1815. Beside the name of each officer is his rank and the year in which he served 



in that rank. This list was compiled from a number of sources, which are listed at the 
beginning of this work. The idea to create such a list was conceived by David Bonner 
Smith, Admiralty Librarian. After his death the list was completed by R. N. College, 
Greenwich, in collaboration with the National Maritime Museum. The first few pages 
of this work should be consulted, as they contain some important information 
regarding the scope and nature of the list and its history, as well as the source 
information and an explanation of abbreviations used in the list. 
 

 
 

Ann Parry (1923-2008) 
 Ann Katharine Parry, author of Parry of the Arctic (1963) and The Admirals 
Fremantle (1971) died at her Hertfordshire home on 3 February.  Her father, Captain 
W.E.Parry RN, commanded HMS Achilles during the Battle of the River Plate in 
1939 and later commanded the battle cruiser Renown, which in 1943 carried Churchill 
to meet Roosevelt in the mid-Atlantic.  Educated at Girton College, Cambridge, she 
worked at the Royal Geographical Society and subsequently at the Houses of 
Parliament.  (The editor is grateful for this information to Ann Savours Shirley, who 
has written a full obituary of Miss Parry for Polar Record.) 

 


